One Mission Under God

Romans 4:16-21

Vs. 21 Being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He promised.

Introduction

I:  We Are Persuaded Of the purpose Of One Mission Under God –Is An Unreached  World.

II: We Are Persuaded Of the potential Of One Mission Under God - Is a Reached World

III: We Are Persuaded of the Passion created by us having One Mission Under God – Is Reaching Disciple Makers!

We live in an era that is in total disarray.

With all our gadgets, goodies and gurus we still have a generation struggling for direction and meaning.

Examples

· Words don’t translate the same thing to all people. 

One word - two people- ten meanings.

C-Span had men to talk to a Senate committee about the problem of definitions among nations when it comes to words. 

We all assume when we speak we are communicating what we mean. 

But because of this massive paradigm shift with word meanings we are assuming wrong.

· Bobby Bowden, Florida State Foot ball coach has said, “After 71 years, I still marvel at how often our best effort to communicate can become a paradigm of miscommunication. On almost any given occasion, two people can have a conversation and walk away with two different interpretations of what was just resolved. “

· How can “a fat chance” and “a slim chance” be the same , while “a wise man” and “a wise guy” are opposites?

· How can “overlook” and “oversee” be opposites, while “quite a lot” and “quite a few” are alike?

I believe this is another one of the tricks of the enemy upon our generation. 

He has always challenged the meaning of the words spoken by the Father.

Matt. 4:4 Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God

“It is written” is only important if you understand the weight of what is written.

Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.

· Even many Churches have lost their compass and anchors. 

Those who have them seem to be using them both at the same time.

We have become like the man who entered a coach and told the drive to drive fast. The driver jolted down the street at break neck speeds. The man then asked the driver, “do you know where you are going?” The man said, “No, But I am quickly getting there.”

The church today is very much doing the same thing.

We seem to be more concerned about speed and style than we are substance and direction.

We go from fad to fad.

Seekers

Purpose-Driven

Church Growth

Church health

Contemporary

Pentecostal

Conservative

Traditional

Some have tried them all some have tried them all at the same time.

Now the next wave predicted of two leading pastors around the world is “Net-Church” (Rick Warren & Yongi Cho)

We have too many tendencies to play with the tools of evangelism rather than promote the task of evangelism!

The message of the master has gotten lost in the methods of the multitudes!

The churches place is to stand tall in the sinking sand of changing cultures.

If anything should give a sense of purpose and reason it should be the church.

But sad as it is, many times the churches leaders look to the culture for it’s cue rather than the Christ of Creation.

We should look to the culture for the method and strategy to reach them but look to Christ for the Message and substance to reap them.

· There is a loss of purpose and Destiny among our youth culture.

This is a generation groping in the darkness for the light switch.

They see with their emotions and think with their eyes.

Visual images have deluded them from finding the substance of reality.

Technology is a great magician! 

We are quickly learning an old trick, “The hands are faster than the eyes”


Visuals images show us something that is not there. 

Internet tells us things that are not true.

Music lulls them into a world that doesn’t exist.

Education gives them a history that never was.

The result is a generation who has no ideal where they came from. Who they are, or Where they are going!

Students need people who will challenge them to their highest callings.

They need men who will proclaim a destiny they can see. 

They need someone who will challenge them to noble deeds.

They are willing to sacrifice their lives if they can be challenged with a purpose worthy of their lives.

· South Carolina Youth Camps

Young lady pressured to take her artistic talent into the work force. Decided at camp that God had called her as a child to use her talents for the mission field. She decided she would commit to His calling on her life.

I am persuaded that we have one Mission under God!

I am persuaded that the last words of Christ are a mandate to be the first works of the Christian!

Jesus spoke at least five times about world evangelization after he was resurrected from the dead. 



The first time in Matthew 28:18-19 



18 All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 


The second time, Mark 16:15 



He said 15 …"Go you into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." 



The third time, Luke 24:47 



"And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 



The fourth time, John 20:21 



21 "as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you." 


And the last time, just before he ascended up to heaven in Acts 1:8 



8 "You shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 



Paul declares, “…Woe unto me if I preach not the Gospel.” 



I am persuaded that all of us are responsible for the mission field.

I may not be called to go but I am called to send and support them that will go.
There is not a certain amount of responsibility placed on the Missionary and less placed on you and I.

“They have been lowered inside the well, but you and I must hold the rope or they will fail. “ William Carey

• A missionary is not someone who has crossed the sea but someone who has seen the cross!

• A missionary is a person who never gets used to footsteps of sinners on their way to a Christ-less eternity.

I can’t get away from Spurgeons Reply to the question, “ Will they really be lost if they don’t hear the gospel? 

His reply, was in the form a question, “ Can we really be saved if we don’t tell them?”

We in this room have some things in common!

I:  We Are Persuaded that the purpose “Of One Mission Under 

    God” – IS An Unreached  World!
· We have a world population of Seven Billion people.

· With Four billion who have not heard the good news.

"To give a point of reference for the magnitude of one billion, it would require forty thousand trips around the world to equal one billion miles."

· 4.1 births each second of every day

· almost 2 (1.7) people die every second

· Over 1.1 billion people in the world live on less than one U.S. dollar per day. 

· 500 million people are hungry and another 500 million are so poor that they get too little food to be fully productive. 

· One third of all children under the age of five in developing nations are so poorly nourished that their physical and mental development is permanently impaired.
· The United Nations estimates that 1 million children enter the trade of child prostitution each year. 
· The UN says  the street children situation will be one of the worst crises facing the nations of the world.
· 85% of the world's poorest countries lie within the unevangelized world. 

· There are about 1,700 unreached people groups (defined linguistically). "Unreached" means that they do not have a nationally led, viable, reproducing church. (Each of these groups is 10,000 or more in size, so there are several hundred more unreached smaller groups, perhaps bringing the real total to 2,000.) 

· 3.1 billion people and 95% of unreached groups are located in an area of the world called the 10/40 Window -- from West Africa to China. 

Of those in the 10/40 window, 2/3 of them--two billion people--have never heard of Jesus, at least not as Savior. 

· 90% of the full time Christian workers in the world live in countries that constitute 10% of the world's population.
More Christians have been murdered for their faith in the 20th century than all the other centuries combined. It is believed more than 150,000 Christians are martyred  every year and nearly two thirds of the world's population lives in countries where  Christians are persecuted.    

    Christian Solidarity

Lawlessness abounds today. 

We used to talk about shopping sprees. Now we talk about shooting sprees!

Racism is a problem for the whole world.

Lost-ness of mankind is increasing.

The lost people of the world is increasing four times faster than churches are growing. “Delos Miles”

Luke 19:10 For the son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost

II: We Are Persuaded Of the potential Of “One Mission Under 

     God “- Is a reached World!

On November 22, 1963, a man was shot to death on the streets of Dallas, Texas. 


The entire world took notice of the tragic death of President John F. Kennedy. 

The world knew how he was killed and who killed him. Yet some 2,000 years ago, a man by the name of Jesus Christ was killed outside the walls of Jerusalem. 

But today, half of the world has yet to hear about the Savior’s death on the cross of Calvary. What a paradox!
COCA-COLA COMPANY 


One of the greatest companies in the world is the Coca-Cola Company. 

They sell at least 800 million cokes a day. 

The Coca-Cola Company has a great vision, a real goal, a strategy and a motto! The vision is; "We see six billion points of light in a thirsty world. 

Billions consumers in the world all being refreshed by Coca-Cola!” 

They wanted to let everyone have a taste of Coca-Cola by the year 2000. 



Their vision is to sell sugar water!

John 4:14 But whosoever drinks of this water I shall give him shall never thirst again.

One third of the world calls themselves Christians.

In Paul's day, there was a Christian for every 360 people in the world.

Today, there is a Christian for every ninth person in the world.

It is projected that there are 475 million Pentecostals/Charismatic in the world today.

That is fifty million more people than lived in Martin Luther's day.

Christianity is the single fastest growing religion on the face of the earth.

The Christian religion is by many millions the largest religion on the face of the earth!

I am told that there is 600 million Christians in the world today!

Soviet Union boasts about 100 million Christians. That is five times the number of the communist party at the height of its popularity.

It is 36 percent of the population of the Soviet Union!

Nepal the worlds only official Hindu country has over 100,000 Hindu’s that have met Jesus in the last two decades.

More done in this generation than all the others together.

If every Christian today would win somebody and tomorrow the combined group would win somebody, and the combined group would do it the next day, then by coffee break the third day the world would all know Jesus !

Today we have the potential to win half of everybody that has ever lived on the planet!

We Are Persuaded Of the purpose Of One Mission Under God –Is An Unreached  World.

We Are Persuaded Of the potential Of One Mission Under 

     God - Is a reached World!

III: We Are Persuaded of the Passion created by us having “One

      Mission Under God”– Is Reaching Disciple Makers!
Mission’s is reproducing yourself for the cause of Christ!

The passion in us is not what is important. It is the passion that can be transferred into another life that matters.

I believe that Abraham is dead but his spirit and passion live on in us.

Romans 4:21  Being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He promised.
Robert Moffatt, Scottish Missionary to Africa came home to recruit young men for the field. He was greeted by the fury of a cold British winter. 

Arriving at the church he saw before him only a few women. He must have been disappointed even with his message which was for young men. 

But he preached and left. But he never notice the young boy in the organ loft. 

The lad was so thrilled and impassioned with the message that he decided to follow in the Old missionary’s foot steps. 

The Lad was David Livingstone.

The purpose of missions is not spending but sending! 

Sending now and sending later!

The first car Assemblies of God young people buy is not for themselves but for a missionary to carry the gospel.

Where did these young people get this passion?

They didn’t get it from David Letterman or Jay Leno!

They didn’t just wake up one day and there was the passion.

Someone stood in front of them and challenged to a dream a goal bigger themselves.

That is the real challenge of pastors like yourself. 

To Challenge the student that we all have the same Mission. 

To reach the lost at any cost, at all cost, at every cost!

What you impart will last after you part!

Ramon Lowe and Christopher Columbus

In many ways, the heritage of the United States of America started in the early 1400's with a man named Ramon Lowe. 

Have you every heard of Ramon Lowe? 

He was a Catholic missionary (the Reformation didn't start until 1519) to the Muslim inhabitants of North Africa. 

Ramon Lowe was rather well known and highly respected in Europe at the time for his efforts to bring Muslims to Christ. 

Ramon Lowe's travels took him to the port of Buerge in present-day Algeria. 

While there, two merchants from Genoa found Lowe on the beach stoned. 

Some Muslims had tried to kill him by throwing rocks at him. 

The two merchants recognized Lowe and took him back to their ship. 

Lowe was in terrible shape and was fighting for his life. 

The merchants tried to sail back to Genoa, but a storm blew
them off the coast of Majorca, a large island in the western Mediterranean, and Ramon Lowe's home.

Lowe was brought on deck to get a last glimpse of his home. 

With his dying strength, Ramon Lowe raised his hand to the west and told the two merchants, "Beyond this sea, which washes this continent we know, there lies another continent which we have never seen, (and) whose natives are ignorant of the Gospel of Christ. Send men there."
One of the merchants was Columbus. 

Not Christopher Columbus, Steven Columbus. 

Steven was Christopher's grandfather. Christopher Columbus grew up hearing the call "Send men there." 

Christopher means "bearer of Christ," and he took it seriously. Christopher Columbus wrote in his journal that he believed that God had called him to take the Gospel "to the heathen of undiscovered lands." 

Here is another entry in Columbus' journal:
"It was the Lord Who put it into my mind. I could feel His Hand upon me. The fact that it would be possible to sail from here to the Indies. All who heard of my project rejected it with laughter, ridiculing me, but there is no question that the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit because He comforted me with rays of marvelous inspiration from the Holy Scriptures."

Columbus had several motivations for sailing westward to find the east. One of the foremost was to fulfill Ramon Lowe's prophecy and God's call on his life to evangelize "the heathen of undiscovered lands." 
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